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titles to the towns of Russia. From Russia the Ukraine received
cotton fabrics, ironware and other manufactures. The Russian language
began to gain popularity in the towns of the Ukraine.

22. EDUCATION AND CULTURE IN THE SECOND HALF
OF THE 18TH CENTURY

Education. A very negligible part of the population, primarily
the children of the nobles, received school tuition in the 18th century.
In the middle of the century there were only three gymnasia: one in
St. Petersburg, belonging to the Academy of Sciences, and two attached
to the university in Moscow. In the late 'fifties a gymnasium was opened
in Kazan. Noblemen's children could also, receive instruction, pri-
marily on general subjects, at the Cadet Corps for Nobles. The Smolny
Institute for girls was opened in St. Petersburg, with separate depart-
ments for noblemen's daughters and the daughters of burghers. The
Academy of Artb had been founded in St. Petersburg in Elizabeth's
reign. Under Catherine big plans were drawn up for establishing educa-
tional institutions in the provinces. Only a small part of these plans
was realized. "Major public schools" were established in the gubernia
cities, and "Minor public schools" in some of the uyezd towns*

Enterprising people took advantage of the lack of educational
institutions and organized private boarding schools in their homes.
Wealthy nobles hired the services of foreign teachers and preceptors-
for their children. The increased demand for private teachers attracted
to Russia a large number of uneducated foreigners, many of whom
could barely read and write. They could pass on ibo their pupils only
the spoken foreign language-. In the middle of the 18th century French
even began to replace Russian as the language of the nobility. Young
noblemen spoke French fluently but had difficulty in making them-
selves understood in their native tongue. Home education in the fam-
ilies of noblemen, was. supplemented by the reading of foreign, pri-
marily French, books. French literature consequently helped to
spread French culture among the educated nobility.

The prevailing trend in the literature and art of Western Europe
in the late 17th and early 13th centuries was classicism, a trend which
expressed itself in the imitation of the art and poetry of ancient Greece
and Rome. The influence of French classicism penetrated into Russia
as well.

Literature. French influence was particularly strong in litera-
ture., Russian writers strove to imitate Racine, Molifere, Voltaire and
the other outstanding French writers of the 17th and 18th centuries.
Rus&ian translations from the Greek and Latin began to appear. The
stpdy of classical and Western European literature served to broaden
and gave Russian, writers new themes. Imitation